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History

What happens
if a crime
victim’s rights
are violated?

orcement agency for the
tection and promotion of the
onstitutional rights of crime
ictims

Modeled after the Office of the
Child Advocate



CONSTITUTION of the STATE of CONNECTICUT
Article XXIX - Rights of Victims of Crime

In all criminal prosecutions, a victim, as the General Assembly may define by law, shall have the following rights:

, ccused and the prosecution and to make a
e plea of guilty or nolo contendere by the accused;
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» To be reasonably protected
» To a timely disposition of the case
 Restitution
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« Information about the arrest, conviction, sentence,
imprisonment and release of offender

 Attend court proceedings
e Object to or support any plea agreement
» Address the court at plea and at sentencing
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What the Constitutional rights DON’T mean
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e Victims do not dictate the progress of the criminal
justice process

e Victim rights do not “trump” defendant rights

« Victims do not possess VETO power over plea agreements or
dispositions

«Victims are not a “party” in the criminal matter (State v.

defendant)

conviction
e Victims cannot appeal a conviction or sentence

s



Who is a crime victim?

For purposes of the Office of the Victim Advocate

For purposes of victim compensation For purposes of notification of an
inmate’s release

For purposes of participation at parole
hearings
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Introduction to the Office of the Victim




OVA STAFF




Statutory responsibilities
Connecticut General Statutes Section 46a-13c




Receive and Review
Evaluate the delivery of complaints

services to victims

Conduct programs of public

e education and outreach
(Victim rights enforcement)



OVA in Action

o Gather information « Attendance in court
 Query databases « Meeting with
 Referrals » Agency contacts prosecutor

e Request records » Written notifications

« Review statutes to court

e Review case law




Victim files complaint: Restitution

Gather information:
Defendant name;
Status of criminal

matter

Send written
notification to court
on behalf of victim

Contact prosecutor, &=
victim advocate
and/or probation

///////////

Request court
records; View
transcripts

Attend court
proceedings to
advocate for
victim’s right

Query databases:
Judicial website;
pending/conviction
case information




OVA in Action: Systemic Issues

Is this a Is the iss
recurring > geographical/state
complaint ' wide

9. Request agency
7" policy/procedures

Request
statistics

» Recommen
bt/ Recommend
policy training

improvement
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The Office of Victim Services, Judicial Branch (OVS)
Lead agency that provides the direct services

Post-conviction notification of
inmate status to registered
victims

Clearinghouse for victim
information

Referral to community services
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Example: Victim of domestic violence
murdered by estranged husband

e Court Advocacy

VS A e Compensation

e Notification

 Safety planning

FVVA - oveenes

e Support services

SO H « Support group
e Court escort
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OVA intervention







Complaint:
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Victim Services Victim Rights

Advocate enforcement
i Public policy and
Compensation lecidlation
Notification Public education

and outreach






Who are you going to call?

ns are made in family court.




OVA: THE BIG PICTURE




Questions’




